
Inland Empire Community Newspapers • January 20, 2011 • Page A5

SSBB  hhoossppiittaallss  ggiivvee  $$220000,,000000  ttoo  nnoonn--pprrooffiittss

CCoommmmuunniittyy  bbuuiillddss  ppllaayyggoouunndd  ffoorr  sshheelltteerr  

By Naima Ford

The Martin Luther King Jr.
holiday was an opportu-
nity for some to relax on

their day off. For others it was an
opportunity to serve their commu-
nity in the spirit of King’s legacy. 
The Arrowhead United Way’s

Youth Leadership council (YLC)
led the effort to create  a play-
ground at the Salvation Army Hos-
pitality House Emergency Family
Shelter. The Salvation Army
moved into the location about
eight months ago but there was no
place for the many children that

pass through there to play. The fa-
cility has 80 beds and welcomes
families who are homeless in need
of a place to stay. At its capacity
last month 32 adults and 44 chil-
dren were staying in the shelter. 
The only space was a piece of

pavement. 
When the YLC was looking for

a community project to celebrate
the holiday with they approached
Captain Stephen Ball, commander
of the Salvation Army, and asked
if the playground would be a good
idea. 
“He was thrilled with the idea,”

said Knea Hawley, vice president
of Resource Development, Arrow-

head United Way. 
According to Ball, when the or-

ganization planned to move the
shelter there they had to do exten-
sive renovations. 
“We just barely had enough

money to renovate,” said Ball. 
Over 150 volunteers donated

their day to making what looked
more like a parking lot into a fun
place for children to play. 
“It was amazing to see that many

people come together,” said Haw-
ley. 
There were members of the YLC

as well was volunteers from many
other organizations. They included
the employees of Kohl’s and  Tar-
get Distribution Centers, the San
Bernardino City and Rialto Fire
departments and students from Ri-
alto High School. 
“They came from every aspect of

the community,” she said.
The day began with an inspiring

word from San Bernardino City
Councilmember Virgina Vasquez
about the work of King. Then vol-
unteers got to work. 
They painted a four-square court

and a basketball court and installed
basketball hoops. 
They also created a play area for

toddlers by constructing a play-
house and installing small slides.
There are also new tether ball
courts. 
To brighten up the area, children

friendly pictures were painted on
the ground, flowers were planted
and umbrellas were installed at the
tables. Six new benches were also
built to give people a place to sit
outdoors. 
“It was a great day,” said Ball.
Initially the group only had $50

for the project, but looked to other
resources and received thousands
in donations from Home Depot
and Kohl’s. 
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The Arrowhead United Way Young Leadership Council revamped
the Salvation Army Hospitality House Emergency Family Shelter
playground for their Martin Luther King Jr. Day project. Pictured
from left are YLC members Monique Rodriguez, San
Bernardino Police Sergeant Brian Tully and Karla Morales.
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Students from Rialto High were one of the many to help install bas-
ketball courts, build benches and plant flowers for the new play-
ground. 

By Cynthia Mendoza

Living up to the spirit of
service and giving that has
made them beloved and

well-respected institutions in the
community, San Bernardino Com-
munity Hospital and St. Bernar-
dine Medical Center collectively
gave $200,000 in grants to 13
community organizations. 
This will be a total of $37 million

that Catholic Health West Com-
munity Grants Programs has given
since 1990. 
The organizations chosen are

those whose contributions help im-
prove health and quality of life for
their communities through ongo-
ing efforts to improve access to
health care, jobs, housing, food
and education. 
The recipients are: Al-Shifa

Clinic, $25,000; American Lung
Association $5,000; Assistance
League $25,000; Boys & Girls
Club of Redlands $5,000; Catholic
Charities $10,000; H Street Clinic
$20,000; Inland Empire Palliative
Care Coalition $5,689; Legal Aid
Society $25,000; Mary’s Mercy
Center $25,000; Option House
$17,000; Salvation Army of River-
side & San Bernardino County
$17,000; San Bernardino Sexual
Assault Services $20,000; and
Special Olympics $5,000. 
“The community grants program

is a testament to CHW’s commit-
ment to fostering healthy commu-

nities,” says Linda McDonald,
vice president of St. Bernardine
Mission Services. “These grants
are an important part of our mis-

sion and values.  St. Bernardine
Medical Center and Community
Hospital of San Bernardino are
thrilled to have provided more
than $200,000 to worthy organiza-
tions that improve the health status
or quality of life of community
members.” 
“These grants encourage and

support community partners in
their work to enrich lives and build
a stronger, healthier community,”
added Kimiko Ford, vice president
of Community Hospital of San
Bernardino’s Mission and Support
Services. “Grant recipients are all
non-profit organizations that pro-
vide a range of valuable services,
including providing access to pri-
mary care, health and lifestyle ed-
ucation, and delivering preventive
services and educational pro-
grams.”
The Catholic Healthcare West’s

(CHW) Community Grants Pro-
gram began in 1990 to encourage
CHW hospitals to expand their
health care mission beyond the
hospital campus. CHW sought to
do this by partnering with neigh-
borhood non-profit organizations
that were working to improve the
health status and quality of life of
the communities served. 
“We are very appreciative of all

the non-profit organizations that
work so hard to provide much
needed services to our commu-
nity,” said Tobey Robertson, di-
rector of marketing and
communications for Community

Hospital of San Bernardino.
“We’re very proud to be able to
provide grand funding.” 
The awards ceremony took place

on Tuesday, Jan. 18 at the Matich

Conference Center at St. Bernar-
dine. 
For more information on

Catholic Health West visit
catholichealthcarewest.org.
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Steve Barron, president of St.
Bernadine Medical Center ad-
dresses the audience at the an-
nual community grants award
ceremony.  Sponsored by par-
ent company, Catholic Health-
care West, both Community
Hospital and St. Bernardine
were able to grant over
$200,000 to 13 local organiza-
tions.
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Linda McDonald, vice president of Mission Services at St.
Bernardine Medical Center (middle), poses with grant recipients
who participated in the annual community grant award ceremony.
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